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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1. The Applicants' amendment, filed 16 January 2007, has been received, entered 
into the record, and considered. 

2. As a result of the amendment, claims 1 and 7 have been amended. Claims 1-27 
remain pending in the application. 



3. The claimed invention is a method for capturing statistical information regarding 
the operation of a business intelligence reporting system, and generating reports based 
upon the captured statistical information. 



The Invention 



Claim Objections 



4. 



In view of the amendment to claim 1, the pending claim objections have been 



withdrawn. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

6. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Hahn et 
al. ("Capacity Planning for Business Intelligence Applications: Approaches and 
Methodologies"). 

7. Regarding claim 1, Hahn et al. teaches a computer-implemented method for 
capturing at least one statistic or data regarding performance operation of a business 
intelligence reporting system that generates business intelligence reports based on 
requests submitted to perform analysis of data contained in a database as claimed, the 
process comprising the steps of: 

a) gathering at least one statistic or data related to the performance operation of 
the reporting system while the reporting system is operating (see disclosure 
of the System Management Facility which measures various aspects of the 
work running in the system, such as measures of system resources utilized; 
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for instance, CPU time, storage, I/O devices, and service units; see section 
5.1.1 System Management Facility (SMF), pages 65-66 et seq.); and 
b) generating at least one output based on the gathered at least one statistic or 
data (see disclosure of the Resource Management Facility, which can 
generate reports summarizing key resources, including the CPU Activity 
Report and the Workload Activity Report; see section 5.1.2 Resource 
Management Facility (RMF), page 66 et seq.). 

8. Regarding claim 10, Hahn et al. teaches a system for capturing at least one 
statistic or data regarding performance of a business intelligence report system that 
generates business intelligence reports based on requests submitted to perform analysis 
of data contained in a database as claimed, the system comprising: 

a) gathering means for gathering at least one statistic or data related to the 

performance operation of the reporting system while the reporting system 
is operating (see disclosure of the System Management Facility which 
measures various aspects of the work running in the system, such as 
measures of system resources utilized; for instance, CPU time, storage, I/O 
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devices, and service units; see section 5.1.1 System Management Facility 
(SMF), pages 65-66 et seq.); and 
b) generating means for generating at least one output based on the gathered at 
least one statistic or data (see disclosure of the Resource Management 
Facility, which can generate reports summarizing key resources, including 
the CPU Activity Report and the Workload Activity Report; see section 
5.1.2 Resource Management Facility (RMF), page 66 et seq.). 

9. Regarding claim 19, Hahn et al. teaches a medium storing code for causing a 
processor to capture at least one statistic or data regarding performance operation of a 
business intelligence reporting system that generates business intelligence reports based 
on requests submitted to perform analysis of data contained in a database as claimed, 
the medium comprising: 

a) code for causing a processor to gather at least one statistic or data related to 
the performance operation of the reporting system while the reporting 
system is operating (see disclosure of the System Management Facility 
which measures various aspects of the work running in the system, such as 
measures of system resources utilized; for instance, CPU time, storage, I/O 
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devices, and service units; see section 5.1.1 System Management Facility 
(SMF), pages 65-66 et seq.); and 
b) code for causing a processor to generate at least one output based on the 
gathered at least one statistic or data (see disclosure of the Resource 
Management Facility, which can generate reports summarizing key 
resources, including the CPU Activity Report and the Workload Activity 
Report; see section 5.1.2 Resource Management Facility (RMF), page 66 et 
seq.). 



10. Regarding claims 2, 11 and 20, Hahn et al. teaches a method, system and 
medium storing code further comprising the step of providing the output to an end 
user (see disclosure of the Resource Management Facility, which can generate reports 
summarizing key resources, including the CPU Activity Report and the Workload 
Activity Report; see section 5.1.2 Resource Management Facility (RMF), page 66 et seq.; 
see also disclosure of the DB2 Performance Monitor which allows a user to view recent 
events and a wide variety of reports for in-depth analysis; see section 5.1.3 DB2 
Performance Monitor, pages 66-67 et seq.). 
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11. Regarding claims 3, 12 and 21, Hahn et al. teaches a method, system and 
medium storing code further comprising the step of storing the at least one gathered 
statistic or data in a database accessible by the reporting system for generating reports 
utilizing the gathered statistic or data (see disclosure that statistics are stored in SMF 
records, section 5.1.1 System Management Facility (SMF), pages 65-66 and section 5.1.2 
Resource Management Facility (RMF), page 66). 

12. Regarding claims 4, 13 and 22, Hahn et al. teaches a method, system and 
medium storing code further comprising the step of providing the output to an end 
user in real-time, enabling the end user to analyze the reporting system in real-time (see 
disclosure of the DB2 Performance Monitor which allows a user to view recent events 
and a wide variety of reports for in-depth analysis; see section 5.1.3 DB2 Performance 
Monitor, pages 66-67 et seq.). 

13. Regarding claims 5, 14 and 23, Hahn et al. teaches a method, system and 
medium storing code further comprising the step of analyzing the output, where 
analyzing the output comprises using at least one of a decision support technique or a 
decision support software (see disclosure that the information collected can be used to 
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support capacity planning on system usage, section 5.1.1 System Management Facility 
(SMF), pages 65-66). 

14. Regarding claims 6, 15 and 24, Hahn et al. teaches a method, system and 
medium storing code where the at least one statistic or data is related to at least one of 
metadata usage, server usage, concurrency data, overall system usage, individual user 
activity, report usage data, report definition data, standard query language data, object 
usage data, and database usage data (see disclosure of the System Management Facility 
which measures various aspects of the work running in the system, such as measures of 
system resources utilized; for instance, CPU time, storage, I/O devices, and service 
units; see section 5.1.1 System Management Facility (SMF), pages 65-66 et seq.). 

15. Regarding claims 7, 16 and 25, Hahn et al. teaches a method, system and 
medium storing code further comprising the step of allocating costs of report system 
usage to a user of the reporting system based on the at least one output (see disclosure 
that recorded system- and job-related information collected can be used to bill users, 
section 5.1.1 System Management Facility (SMFV pages 65-66). 
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16. Regarding claims 8, 17 and 26, Hahn et al. teaches a method, system and 
medium storing code wherein the reporting system is an OLAP system (see disclosure 
that a Business Intelligence system can be 3-tiered, page 7, last paragraph; see 
illustration of the 3-tiered Business Intelligence system, including an OLAP server, 
Figure 4, page 8; see also disclosure the CPU utilization profile of an OLAP Business 
Intelligence system, Figure 9, page 57). 

17. Regarding claims 9, 18 and 27, Hahn et al. teaches a method, system and 
medium storing code wherein usage statistics are collected and used in tuning the 
settings of the system in order to optimize performance (see disclosure that recorded 
system- and job-related information collected can be used for performance tuning, 
section 5.1.2 Resource Management Facility (RMF), page 66). 



Response to Arguments 
18. Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-27 have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
newly discovered prior art. 
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Conclusion 

19. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Cramon et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0103660) teaches a 
system for conducting electronic business transactions, and including mechanisms 
supporting business intelligence (see paragraph [0534]) and statistics gathering (see 
paragraph [0414]). 

IBM[1] ("OS/390 Resource Measurement Facility Performance Management 
Guide") discloses the use of the Resource Management Facility to generate reports on 
resource usage, evaluate system performance and identify reasons for performance 
problems. 

IBM[2] ("OS/390 Resource Measurement Facility User's Guide") teaches the 
Resource Measurement Facility, what it can do, and how to use RMF sessions. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Luke S. Wassum whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4119. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30, alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John R. Cottingham can be reached on 571-272-7079. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

In addition, INFORMAL or DRAFT communications may be faxed directly to the 
examiner at 571-273-4119. Such communications must be clearly marked as 
INFORMAL, DRAFT or UNOFFICIAL. 

Customer Service for Tech Center 2100 can be reached during regular business 
hours at (571) 272-2100, or fax (571) 273-2100. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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